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Beauty Depends on Pleasure and Sexual Difference: Hubert Damisch on Beauty and the Origin of Beauty
Chai Dongdong
Abstract: Damisch reexamines the nature of beauty and its origin through an inventory of Freud’s and Kant ‘s discussions on beauty. He redistricts beauty
from art, clarifies the attribute of beauty as a product of civilization, and then confirms that beauty is an unavoidable field in psychoanalysis. From this, he believes
that beautiful thing has a sexual foundation, but only by relying on visual excitement. It is the replacement of olfactory excitement after “organ repression”. It directs
beauty to secondary sexual characteristics, and the subject also obtains a sense of pleasure in this process, but this pleasure is mixed with the desire to see due to
sexual differences. Therefore, beauty is closely associated with pleasure and sexual difference. Damisch’s work breaks through the connection between psycho-

analysis and traditional aesthetics, and art history, and leads the psychoanalysis of beauty to the field of viewing subjectivity and desire, which has a certain enlight-

ening significance for psychoanalytic aesthetics.
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